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HISTORTC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, HOTEL E HABS No. VA-1935-M. . ==

Location: West Renge, University of Virginias, Charlottesville,
Albemarle County, Virginis

USGS Cherlottesville West Quadrsngle, 7.5 minute gseries. - -
Universsl Transverse Mercator coordinstee: o

17.718905.4212360
Pregent Qwner
and Occupant: Univergity of Virginia
Pregsent Use: Faculty dining facility for the Colonnadé Ciub
Significaence: Hotel E, locatzd at the southwest corner of Thomss

Jofferson's "scademicael village," the University of
Virginis, was completed and resdy for use by 1822, The
design is cheracteristic of Jefferson's interpretation
of Romen classicism which subsequently had a profound
influence on gouthern architecture.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In 1818 the Virginie Assembly sppropriated $15,000 to found = state univerdity
snd sppointed a commigsion with Thomes Jefferson as chairmen to select & gite,
chooese plasng, snd work out its operation.1 Jefferson used his influvence to
gelect his native county of Albemerie sa the fubture gite of the University in
a2 valley of the Blue Ridge Mountains, essily seen from the telescope in his
reading room at Monticello.

By 1867, with some advice from his friends Benjsmin Latrobe and Williem
Thornton, Jefferson had worked out & plan for the university which had =
round-domed building at the head of an open-ended U-shaped plen.? The domed
building, csiled the Rotunds, wsg & half-scale model of the Romsn Panthson,
It houszed the library and sdminietreative offices for the university. The srms
of the U-shaped plan consisted of one-story dormitory rooms for the students
intergpersed with ten pavilions, esch of which wag dedicated to one ¢f ten
digeiplines of study. BEsch pavilion's degign wes based on o diffsrent
interpretation of Pallsadisn Romen clessiciem. The purpose of the psvilions
was to house a profegsor in the rooms upsgteirs and hold classes in the
classroons downstesirs.

Jefferson's scaedemical village plsn congigted of & continuous colonnsde that
linked the pavilione snd lawn rooms to the imposing centerpiece, the Rotunda.
In sddition to the terrsced lawn end gsurrounding historicsl buildings there
sre gerdeng geparated with gerpentine wallg fron the Eset and West Back
Streects now known s the Ranges. Each Renge consisted of student dormitory
rooms with three hotels on sach sids.

The workmen hired for the construction of the universgity from 1819-1822 wers
very well known throughout Virginia. George Wilson Spooner (1798-186%5) and
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Debney Cosby (1779-1867) completed most of the work on Hotel E. Spooner wasg
the carpenter and in charge of ecquiring ths lumber. Cosby Served ssg master
brickleyer. The university psid Spooner $1,690.34 and Cosby $1,165.00 of the
total $4,696.31 totsl cost for Hotel H.

Some of the other people who worked on Hotel E were:

Eraesmug Sparrow - covered the roof with tin

Gormen - 4 gills, 3 keystones and $1.50 each, steps snd newell posts,
and coping stone '

Bagsett & Co. -~ Dug out cellar and made yards - $45.54

Campbell - stone in aree end garden wallg

Thorn end Chamberlasin - put in door frame - $2.00

Crewford - sundries - $43.60

Clerke - 138 feet of gutter at 104 per foot - $13.80.

From 1819-1826 the university peid Spooner a total of $7,076.28. Besides
Hotel E, he slso worked on Pavilion IX under John Nevilson, built Hotel ¢ and
various dorm roomsg and possibly worked on the Rotunde din 1826. He was the
Iniversity Proctor from 1845-1846. In 1853 he was the Rotunds Annex
Supsrvisor.

Dabney Cosby, who earned over $30,000.00 from the uwniversity in under two
years, wag regpongible for the brickleying of meny other buildings throughout
Virginia. He built Rendolph-Macon College in Boyditon, some buildings et
Hampden Sydney College, the Buckinghem, Susgex, Lunenberg and Helifax County
Courthouses and the Goochland County Courthouse with Velentine Perriash.

The Board of Visitors decided to hire five hotelkeepers who would provide
meals and sdequete housing for the students sssigned to them. Jefferson
suggested thet each hotel be leaged to families of different EBuropsan
nastionelies go thet the students could improve their foreign language skills
and expend their cultural experisnces. Cocks agreed to thig proposal but it
proved to be unsuccessful because of the expenss of bringing entire families
all the wey to Charlottesville.’

The 1820's were s weak economic¢ period for Virginia eshd many men from
digtinguighed families who were hit by this slump applied for the position of
hotelkeeper.4 From thig pool of applicentsg, six were chosen. The originsl
hotelkeepers wers John Gray, who resided in Hotel E, George Weshington
Spottswood, who meneged Hotel F, and Werner Minor, S.B. Chapmsn and John P.
Richeson, eech of whom wag sssigned to one hotel but records do not indicete
which ones.? The sixth hotel on the range, presumebly Hotel A, served as

the house for the Univergity Proctor.

Along with feeding and housing the students, the hotelkeepers wers to policge
the students' rooms for cleanliness and oversee conduct. They had to medintein
¢leanliness to prevent sickmess and to present en environment fitting to the
university. It was thig finsl duty thet hotelkeepers seemed to have no _
ability %o uphold. They found it herd +to enforce gentlemenly conduct amqng- -
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the students for busingss snd "sntertainment” ressons,. The hotelkeepers were
lenient with the students and tried to establish rapport with them by bsing
friendly and serving fine foodsg, The gtudents would, in turn, return the
favors, with their dollare and continued patronage. Moreover, ths camaraderie
established betwesn the gtudents was especially enjoyed by the hotelkeepsrs
when nightly entertainments, alecohol and gambling were involved.’

A quote from Bruce's History of the Univsrsity of Virginia, 1818-1819, sums up
this situwetiom. "Jefferson, in 1826, complained to Jogeph Coolidge that
"competition hed msde them [the hotelkeepers] obgequious to the wishes of the
young men, We must force them [the hotelkeepers] to beocome suxilisrigs
towards the prezervetion of order rether then supporters of irregularities.

We shell continue this evil until the renewal of their leazes,'"S

The severity of the situation continued until ths faceulty started to enforce
ordinances which penslized the hotelkespers for permitting uncontrolled
drinking and gambling in their hotels snd bosrders’ rooms. However, the
misconduct continued even sfter the spring term of 1826 when several

" hotslkespers were indicted by a grend jury for gembling.®

Some applicentz for the pomitions suggested that two stories be built on the
unfiniehed hotels e¢ that men with femilies, who would preeumebly be more
regpongible, could live there. However, John Gray, Hotel E's firat keeper was
merried with ¢hildren and proved to be no more steady than the unmarried
kegpera. Becsuss of his unlewful drinking and gambling with the gitudents, he
forfgitsd his lesse in 1826, He did not went to eee his femily be evictsd
with him, so he wrote to the faculty hsad, Mr. Lomex, father of nine himgelf,
to allow hie family to remain.

Until 1827, the Board of Visitors held thet no woman should mensge & hotel on
the grounds because ingpection and policing of the students' rooms would be
difficult. Mrs, Gray, however, had meny etrong quelificetions, including
being sister of univergity proctor Arthur 3. Brockenbrough and s "member of an
0ld end distinguished femily."+) Shs was allowed to sublesse Hotel E from
John Carter who took over the lease sfter Mr. Gray's removal. She became ths
most vigorous personslity in the circle of hotelkeepere. A4s Bruce put it,
"she wesg degeribed es an elegant snd aristocratic lady, who alway® wore a
white turben after the fashion of the famous Dolley Medison. Shs wes prompt,
' feir, direct snd outspoken."12 Her husbend, sfter seeking employment as a
book agent in the north, moved to Florida and visited his wife snd children in
Virginia only rarely.l?

~ Originelly sach hotelkeeper was aggigned a plot of land on thg outskirts of

the university 2o ag to grow vsggetables for his boarders. The land wssg not
adsquate to provide the required harvest and wes usually fer from the hotsls.
As the hotelksepers did not see the usg of continuing the cultivation of this
land, by 1829 almost 8ll of the food consumed by the gtudents was bought from
the neighboring farmere who sold produce, graing and meat. Although the food
wag of good iuality, it was sometimes overpriced snd the vendors were
unrsliable.t
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As Bruce notes, "the Board of Visitors requirsd thet the fare should be
plentiful, plein, of good and wholesome viands, neatly gerved and well
dressed."19 In the beginning, gsome of the hotelkeepers produced luxurious
end veried mesls to compete for gtudent business, but when the university
aggigned o particular number of students to each hotel, the quality of food
end gervice dropped considerebly. The hotelkeepers were forced to buy large
guentitisg of less expensive foods, such as greins, becauss now students were
required to pay only $10.00 per month for both room and bosrd. Menug were
guite dull and uneppetizing end the rooms far from senitery.

To combat thig situation, the sdministration sdopted z menu which wes to be
followed by all hotelkespers, but the further complication of the California
gold rush during the 1850s led to the inflation of food prices and scarcity of
certeain foods. What the adminigtration believed wag true of the regulsated
menus wasg not true in reality.16

The hotel's size never needed to be changed since compebtition between
hotelkeepers ended sarly in the university's history. However, many

ad justments were mads to the hotels during the course of their existence
although the sxsct dates are not known, The first alteration to Hotel E
concerned the flat wooden roof which lesked. Hencs, the roof wes changed into
a hip roof and coversd with tin. Betwsen 1340 and 1850 the snnexes on the
West and Eest Reanges were added to Hotels E snd F. The centrsl hsellwsy wes
lowered in Hotel E considersbly in comparison to the 20 foot ceiling height in
the neighboring rooms. This was done during the residence of Professor
Campbell and his family to accommodate the storsge srea above the hell. The
hall wes a2lgo nerrowed to allow for the steirs to be added for asccess to the
gtorsge areas and sccess to the kitchen and dining areass below which mgda the
life of the hotelkesper eogier.t7

Eventually, the hotels went out of business for lack of pstronsge from
gtudents, who chose to sesk better food on Main Street, for the never-snding
regtrictions on the menus and for the fact that the hotel menagers never
serned enough profits to meke the job worthwhile.1® About 1902, Stanfora
White designed & dining hall for the entire university. Located between Hotel
E and the amphithester, it mede the idea of the hotels es dining facilities
obsoletse., The hotels became regidences for faculty members .+

Hotel E's back porch was removed and sccess to the neighboring rangs room wes
pdded by mesng of s door in the northwest room to sxpand the living srsss for
the residents.20 While Professor Campbell, Desn of the School of

Architecture was living in Hotel B., the roof was agsin reconsiructed and
reiged on sccount of a fire that blazed through the attic.2l The roof was

now hipped with sngles of 2% degrees and covered with slate ghingles. The two
chimneys were reised and shifted four inches to the gide, presumabdly to
achieve an eesthetic bhalance.

Some years later, after the last resident, Gaston Moffit, professor of
lengusges, left Hotel E., it went through = few more changes.®? The annex
went from being the School of Architecture to being the Dean of Women's office
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in the 1960s. It beceme affilisted with the Colonnade Club in the early 1970s.

The Colonnsde Club originated in Pavilion VII, the first completed structure
of the university, in the sarly twentieth century. Serving as a library until
the Rotunde weg completed, Pavilion VII then beceme & residence for a bachslor
profesgor with a2 classroom and kitchen below. After two major additions to
the beck, Pavilion VII beceme the Colonnade Club, now sable to houee several
bachelor faculty. The bosrd of the Colonnsde Club felt it was important to
have & dining sres, so they decided to scquire Hotel E. At this point they
sdded a door joining the annex with the southsast room in order to expend ths
dining fecilities. The university dining service serves lunch Monday through
Priday to provide faculty members with a place to est snd converse with
colleagues.25

-PART IIY. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Stetement: Hotel E, the Colonnade Club Dining Facility, is
degigned in keeping with Jefferson's interpretetion of Romen
cleggicism. Thie one-story hotel is the structure st the southwest
corner of & complex of buildings which is one of the finest works
of Americen srchitecture. Attasched to the northern side of Hotel E
are the West Renge rooms and on the southern side the more recently
built eannex. Although Hotel E is in very good condition, it has
had several changes in the course of ita histoery which have altered
it original sppesrsance.

B. Description of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: The dimensione of the west (front) and
asst (resr) of the hotel sare 338' 1" not including the front
arcade. The height of the west facsde measuree 29'3" from the
grade to the pesk of the roof. The esst facade meseurss 324"
from the brick patic to the roof pesk. The north facade
meagures 30'107.

2. TFoundstions: Thick foundation walls (1'5") form a flat top
water teble 7'7" high on the east facade and 5'11" height in
the north facade. Thers i3 no water table on the west facade.

3. BExterior gheathing: All exterior walls are made of brick lesid
in Flemisgh bond on the west, north, and south exterior walls.
Balow the water teble on the eaet fecade is a haphazerd
Americsn bond verying from three to sight courses due to
repairs reeulting from the removel of the back porch. On the
north facede, the section above the water table ig laid in
Flemigh bond.

4. Structural system: The 1'2" thick brick exterior walls are
load-besring. The roof gtructure is wood frsme with one hesvy
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timber beam running through the center of the ettic floor. The
structure of the roof has changed twice during the history of
Hotel E. The original flat wood shingled roof weg changed to a
hipped tin-covered roof heceuse of leaks and poor drainage.

Due to the fire in the 19508, the roof wes destroyed and & new,
higher roof of 23 degres slope was congtructed and covered with
glete shinglew,

Arcade end porch:

8. ercede; Terminating et Hotel E, the roof line of the west
arcade slopes down from the bottom of. the entablature of
the hotel, The depth of the hotel's arcade is 13'2,"
nerrowing to 9'3" along the adjoining range rooms. The
arcede extends sacrogs the entire length of the 38'2"
facade. The 14" keystones top the 8'7" x 5'6"
hemispherical arches on the range arcede. Running ths
entirs length of the arcade is & 3'4" high water table and
a two-brick string course that begins 4°'7" above the water
table.

b. porch: The back porch was removed at en unknown date.
The worn threshold slab below the rsar center window and
the pieces of wood wedged in around its frame suggest that
this opening was once the door to the back porch. The
approximate locetion of the porch is marked by the holes
where the porch was once attached to the hotel, but are
filled in with new bhricks.

Chimneys: The hotel's two chimneys are spproximstely four feet
high from the roof and serve four heating fireplaces on the
ground floor and two large cooking fireplaces in the cellar.
Both chimneys' positions have been shifted outwsrd four

inches. The chimney stacks are spproximately 3'6" square.

Doors;: The hotel's originsl wide, three-psneled front door,
with original brass hardware, is set in a recessed entry.
Fixed-louver operable shutters measuring 8'6" flank the front
sntranceway. The rear door is set on the brick patio under the
water table.

Windows and shutters: The double-hung, nine-gver-nine windows
measurs 2'7" x 6'6". The two front windows' surrounds extend
to the celiling of the arcads. There are also two cellar
windows, the tops2 of which are located 2'3" below the sills of
the first floor windows. Esch celler window has & jJack arch
above its surround. More then half of each celisr window is
Jocated below the arcads floor. A dugout well surrounds te
Jower half of the windows, which are covered by metal grates
and sllow light into the cellar. The muntinsg of all the
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windows are 3/4" snd the windows panes measure 10 1/4" x 12
1/4". The ground floor windows are flanked by 6'0" tall
fixed-louvser, operable shutters.

9. Roof: The hipped roof iz covered with gray sleate shingles and
ig in good condition. The wood cornice, peinted white,
measures 2'10" in length and extends 16" from the building.

Description of Interior

1. TFloor plang: The hotel follows the double-pile plan. However,
the two narrow etairwsys that lead to the sttic and cellsr were
added later in the history of the building.

2. Flooring: The floor iz constructed of qusrter-sswn pine. The
plankg vary in width from 3 1/2" to 5" and run north to south
except in the northwsst room where the original bosrds werse
replaced with 2 1/2" plenks which run east to west.

3. Wall/ceiling finigh: IExterior welle are plaster on brick while
the pertition wells sare pleaster on wood. All are painted. The
originel walls of the center hsll were wellpapered with sarly
twentieth century papsr before the hall wes lowered. This
paper cen gtill be gesn undsr the attic floor,

4., Trim

5. eornices: The original 3' 5" Tuscan wood cornice ig the
game in all of the four rooms. It projects 1' 5" out from
the wall.

b. chair rails: Pncircling 811 four rooms snd the csntral
hallway, the chair rail is 2 1/2" deep and 2' off the
fioor.

5. Door and window surrounds: The door surrounds are 6" painted
wood moldings. The window surround elants 7" inwerd towards
the window. The panslled molding deesign of the surround flanks
hoth sides of with window. Thse elegant, six-panelled interior
doors are painted white.  However, the originsl two 2' x 8'
hallwsy doors contsin four 14" x 11" window panes. The doors
to the snnex and adjoining range roonm, storage ares and cellar
were not originally there, but are of the game design ag the
other doors of the hotel.

6. fireplaces: The mentelpieces of Ionic cornice and frisesze
degign can be seen on each of the three remaining fireplsces.
The fourth fireplsce, in ths southeast room, was walled in when
the room weg convertsd into & servery for the Colonnade Club
Dining Facility.
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D. Bite snd surroundings

1. orientation: Hotel E is located on the Wegt Range st the
southwest corner of the histories] gection of the University of
Virginia.

2. waite:r Covered with grsss, the surrounding sres slopes downward
towards the south. In the back, remains of serpentine walls
gurround the gardens and form the alleys to the lawn. The
entreance to the garden is directly across from the resr
entrance of the Hotel.
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PART IV: PROJECT INFORMATION

Thig project was underteken by the School of Architecture at the University of
Virginis under the directiom of K. Edwerd lay, professor of architecturs,
during the fe2ll 1986 semester, Students invelved were Ruth T. Broderick and
Ellen T. Honigstock. This documentstion wes transmitted to the Library of
Congregs in March, 1988 by Holly K. Chamberlain, HABS historian.



